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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
23 & 24 June 2012

Panther attending Historic Narrowboat Rally at Braunston
Marina subject to navigation restrictions together with
exhibition stand; volunteer crew needed to, from and at
the rally [details Tony Mann]

08 July 2012

Society canal clearance; key holders join at Wyken Basin
at 9.00 am and others at Sutton Stop (CV6 6DF) at
10.00 am; finish 4.00 pm at Sutton Stop; return to Wyken
Basin at 5.00 pm [details Brian Pope]

15 July 2012

Moorers' meeting at Wyken Basin; 10.30 am start; open
forum to discuss events, issues and plans with members of
your Executive Committee

03 August 2012

Closing date for articles for autumn edition of magazine
[details Editor]

18 August 2012

Workparty day at Wyken Basin; 9.30 am start and 3.30 pm
finish [details Property Managers]

01 & 02 September 2012 Panther attending Family Festival at Shackerstone subject
to navigation restrictions; volunteer crew needed to, from
and at the festival [details Tony Mann]
08 September 2012

At-Home Day, Wyken Basin for members & guests; stalls;
games; barbeque; bar; refreshments; volunteers needed
to help run the day [details Committee]

16 September 2012

Society canal clearance; key holders join at Wyken Basin
at 9.00 am and others at Sutton Stop (CV6 6DF) at
10.00 am; finish 4.00 pm at Sutton Stop; return to Wyken
Basin at 5.00 pm [details Brian Pope]

14 October 2012

Society canal clearance; key holders join at Wyken Basin
at 9.00 am and others at Sutton Stop (CV6 6DF) at
10.00 am; finish 4.00 pm at Sutton Stop; return to Wyken
Basin at 5.00 pm [details Brian Pope]

EDITORIAL BY VIVIENNE
Many thanks to the four people who took part in last Editions word search. I can’t hide
the fact that I was somewhat disappointed by the lack of enthusiasm considering there
are some 180 odd members, but thanks to those of you who took time out to have a go.
The winner of the bottle of wine was Mrs. J.M Coulter – hope the wine was to
your liking?
Can someone clarify the correct spelling of the word ‘Bollinger’ as in the engine. One of
the entrants pointed out to me I should try spelling it Bolinder. I too would like to point
out that I Googled it, and was given Bollinger (this was also the term used for
Champagne) so I am somewhat confused. Can anyone help to solve the mystery please.
Finally I would like to wish Tony Mann a speedy recovery after taking seriously ill
recently.

Wishing you all some sunny boating.

Vivienne
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Society Brand Items for Sale
Show your pride in the Society and contribute to our funds by
purchasing one of the following items carrying our brand:
Available from stock:
brass plaques commemorating our 50th anniversary in 2007
pennants complete with toggle and loop
ball point pens

£5.00 each
£10.00 each
£0.50 each

Made up to order:
polo shirts with embroidered logo (navy; sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL)
sweat shirts with embroidered logo (navy; sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL)

£14.50 each
£15.00 each

Also in stock British made 100% cotton tea towels in various designs at £3 each
- just the thing for the new season for those that do the dishes.
Please contact Brian Pope who can show you samples, take your orders, receive
payment and arrange for collection or delivery.
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Boat Builders and Chandlers
The Chandlery stocks a wide
range of products which we are
constantly expanding. We are
boat builders ourselves
and we specialise in advanced
electrical systems for boats.

We specialise in advanced electrical
systems for boats
Come and see us at Bottom Lock, Dark Lane Braunston NN11 7HJ
Tel: 01788 899041 Fax: 01788 891535
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David Hutchings MBE
s ever
What did David Hutching
do for us?
submitted by Tony Collins
I am aware that not many of our current membership
knew him, but you should all have heard of the man.
David was a prime mover of the canal restoration
phenomenon. You might have seen him on television
organising one of his navigation restorations.
It fell to him to organise at very short notice, the very
successful IWA rally in Coventry Basin in 1957 that was
the catalyst in forming the Coventry Canal Society.
It was also a major event in saving the five’n’alf from
being in-filled. He was also involved in the restoration of Wyken Basin
in 1959, the very first such work carried out by volunteer labour. So
please be grateful every time you turn off the main line into the basin.
During this time he was also a member of the Protection Committee of
the Southern Stratford Canal, which he later took from a statutory
navigation that could only be navigated by canoes to the fully reopened
canal that we have today. He used labour from wherever it could be
obtained, troops, prisoners and volunteers, the project was completed
for a total of £50,000, 60% of which came from donations in the face of
an estimate costing of £130,000.
He also organised the 1962 IWA National Rally at Stourbridge. The little
matter of having to dredge the arm to allow the rally to take place did
not deter him. He defied an order from BW that “the surface of the
canal shall not be broken”. A legal battle took place with the litigants
conducting their arguments from adjacent telephone boxes in phone
calls to their respective lawyers. The matter was raised in Parliament and
BW capitulated and in a complete about turn co-operated to the full.
David’s involvement in the Upper Avon restoration is well documented

elsewhere, but there is no doubt that from that effort came the feeling
that any canal or other navigation could be rescued in the future. He has
no finer legacy than that.
It fell to me to inform David of the death of our own canal protagonist
Bert Dunkley when we met one day whilst out cruising on the Stratford
Canal at Lapworth. If it were not for the likes of these two men we
would not have the canal system that we enjoy today.
David was an architect who lived in a house that he built under disused
railway bridge at Harvington. I had the privilege of visiting the house
during the time he was proposing the Higher Avon link to the Grand
Union, (which has fallen on stony ground due to local objections). It is a
fantastic place with one wall almost entirely built in glass. I asked him
why he had chosen such a place for a house. “Well I had to move
somewhere,” he said, “as I had sold the railway station!” (100yards
along the track), which he had also restored.
David became ill with Parkinson’s Disease in later life, he died in 2005
however, until that time he was an active manager of the Upper Avon
Navigation. He remained however an inspiration to others, particularly
the Waterway Recovery Group, who continue to achieve the impossible
with few resources. Of the Stratford restoration, he once said, “If we
had been experts, we would have known it was impossible. Fortunately,
none of us were experts!”

INCOME AND EXPEDITURE ACCOUNT SUMMARY
01 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 2011
INCOME (£)
Wyken Fees
Membership Subscriptions
Donations
British Waterways Licence Commission
Society Events
Advertising in Magazine
Bank Interest

21,216.30
1,230.00
449.39
580.84
893.50
303.75
14.59

Total Income

24,688.37

EXPENDITURE (£)
Rents
Insurance
Wyken Maintenance
Wyken Fencing Renewal
Fixed Asset Depreciation
Electricity
Water
Wyken Telephone
Subscriptions to Other Organisations
Magazine Production and Delivery
Administration
Panther Maintenance and Running Costs
Total Expenditure
SURPLUS (£)

8,841.46
2,294.51
1,566.14
2,046.83
3,177.90
1,676.07
270.36
45.36
118.84
1,070.51
850.82
912.36
22,871.16
1,817.21

For the record the attendees at the AGM on 21 March 2012 were as follows:
Committee Members (9 nr)
Phil Carter
Steve Kingham
Bob Nash
Derek Nixon
Dave and Lynn Perkins
Brian Pope
Billy Steer
Nigel Wooltorton

Other Society Members (16 nr)
Dave and Marie Barrett
Anita Carter
Percy and Ros Dale
Tim Janaway
Nigel Jenkinson
Claire Nixon
Carl Perkins
Pete Randle

Eileen Brandist
Ricky Poole
Tony Villiers
Stephen Williams
Allen and Sheila Wilson

HEREFORD &
GLOUCESTER CANAL
by Robert Nash
Recently I was lucky to go on a visit organised by the Warwickshire
branch of IWA to visit the Hereford and Gloucester as guests of the
Hereford & Gloucester canal trust.
Work on the canal began in 1792 but was not completed until 1845. The
route took the canal from the centre of Hereford via Ledbury and
Newent to Gloucester docks along a distance of 34 miles. There were 22
locks and three tunnels along the route.
The canal suffered from many problems including loss of water through
the poor quality of local puddling clay and was closed in 1881 to allow
construction of the Ledbury to Gloucester railway. The latter was victim
to the infamous Beeching cuts and closed in 1964.
A canal society was formed in 1983 and in 1992 became the trust it is
today. The trust’s main objective is to re-open the canal. Alas they face
numerous hurdles because the canal lies on land owned by over 100
different groups and individuals.
Alas only a short stretch in Hereford is in water but the trust has several
projects on the go to restore parts of the canal.
Initially we were taken to Yarkhill outside Hereford, which is just off the
A4103 by our host Dick Skeet. Here project manager John Kilpatrick
showed us efforts being made to reshape
the canal bed and where work has
carried out to repair a culvert which
should supply this section of canal with
water. Part of the bed is in water but
the trust suspects this is leaking away.

trick showing the
Figure 1. John Kilpa
bed at Yarkhill.
group the restored

Nearby he showed us excavations that
have been carried out to find the
original Barr’s lock and the site of
former canal side cottages. This lock
and two other will need to be

excavated and restored before the Yarkhill section can join up with the
line towards Hereford.
The trust has had to clear several large tree stumps and prune other
trees. However, this has landed a bonus in that all the wood chopped
down has been sold.
This section of canal traversed some beautiful scenery and was notable
for its lack of bridges.
Dick Skeet took us from Yarkhill to another section nearby where we
could see the remnants of another lock in the back garden of a private
house.
After a pub lunch we went into
Hereford itself. Our first call was into
Aylestone Park which has recently
been purchased by the local council.
In this park is the only stretch of
water clearly visible and we were
able to see a recently opened
slipway. Our group continued on
foot onto an industrial estate
where we saw a portal of the
Aylestone tunnel over which in
part the main railway line to
Wales runs.

Figure 2. New
Slipway in Ayl
estone Park
Hereford

Finally we drove into the centre of Hereford where part of the
recently renovated path of the canal bank could be seen. This resulted
from funds generated from a retail development. The local council
intend to rebuild Hereford wharf and join this to the section in
Aylestone Park. This should provide approximately two miles of canal.
However, this will involve re-opening of the tunnel and removing 100s
of tons of ground that was used to fill in a deep canal cutting.
The trust has other projects along the track of canal. Among these is an
ambitious plan to re-open the Llanthony lock at Gloucester to provide
safe access to and from the canal. This project will include a hydroelectric plant to make use of the tidal River Severn and so generate
income from generation of electricity.
REFERENCE
http://www.h-g-canal.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
The thirty-seven members who have not already paid this year's annual
Society subscription are reminded that it was due on 01 January. They
will find a renewal form enclosed with this magazine which is to be
completed and returned with the appropriate subscription to Brian Pope
within a fortnight of receiving this magazine in order to continue
membership. If you receive a renewal form but have paid your
subscription since 05 May then please ignore it.
This reminder can be disregarded by Canoe Section (Mercia Canoe Club)
members as your annual club fees due on the anniversary of joining the
club include the Society subscription.
The new members named below are welcomed to the Society and we
look forward to meeting you at social events, boater's gatherings,
working parties or out and about on the waterways:
Name(s)

Interests

Nuala Callan

Canoe Section member

David Darragh

Canoe Section member

David and Janie Graham

Wyken moorer with
cr Mother Goose

Russell Trigg

Wyken moorer
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LIMIT Local Restrictions To Navigation
As a result of the last two record dry winters water resources available to
British Waterways in the southern part of the country are not sufficient to
maintain un-limited navigation of its waterways throughout this year. Two
approaches are being taken to manage the situation. Works are ongoing to
reduce lock gate leakage and restrictions to navigation have been put in
place. Local restrictions include the following:
Grand Union Aylesbury Arm Lock 1 - Closed with occasional specified weekend
openings.
Grand Union Leicester Line Locks 1 to 7 (Watford) - Open 9.30 am to 5.00 pm
daily with last entry into the flight, Locks 1 and 7, at 4.15 pm.
Grand Union Leicester Line Locks 8 to 17 (Foxton) - Open 9.30 am to 5.00 pm
daily with last entry into the flight, Locks 8 and 17, at 4.15 pm.
Grand Union Leicester Line Locks 18 to 38 (Kibworth Top to Kings) - Open 9.00 am
to 4.00 pm daily.
Grand Union Main Line Locks 1 to 3 (Calcutt) - Open 9.00 am to 5.30 pm daily
with last entry into the flight, Locks 1 and 3, at 5.00 pm.
Grand Union Main Line Locks 1 to 6 (Braunston) - Open 9.00 am to 5.00 pm daily
with last entry into the flight, Locks 1 and 6, at 3.30 pm. No overnight
mooring in the flight.
Grand Union Main Line Locks 7 to 13 (Buckby) - Open 9.30 am to 5.00 pm daily
with last entry into the flight, Locks 7 and 13, at 3.30 pm. No overnight
mooring in the flight except between Locks 7 and 8.
Grand Union Main Line Locks 16 to 20 (Stoke Bruerne) - Open 9.30 am to 4.30 pm
daily with last entry into the flight, Locks 16 and 20, at 3.30 pm. No
overnight mooring in the flight.
Grand Union Main Line Locks 39 to 46 (Tring Summit) - Open 10.00 am to 3.00 pm
daily with last entry into the flight, Locks 39 and 45, at 1.30 pm. Lock 46
open to northbound traffic until 3.00 pm. No overnight mooring in the
flight except between Locks 45 and 46. Note water levels will be 300 mm
down on normal allowing up to 900 mm draught in the channel centre.

Grand Union Northampton Arm - Closed to navigation with occasional specified
openings. Next open period 10.00 am 01 June to 3.00 pm 06 June booked
passage only.
Oxford Locks 2 to 7 (Hillmorton) - One side closed but may be operated by lock
keepers between 9.00am and 5.00 pm daily according to traffic needs.
Oxford Locks 15 to 21 (Marston Doles to Claydon) - Open 10.00 am to 2.00 pm
daily with last entry into the flights southbound, Lock 15, at 1.45 pm and
northbound, Lock 21, at 1.00 pm. No overnight mooring in the flights
except between Locks 16 and 17.
For latest details please contact 01908 302 500 or look at the website
www.waterscape.com.

OPENING OF THE
Wyken Canal Basin
I was lucky enough to have been given this little treasure,
and thought I would share it with you all – a programme
for the opening of our Basin in 1959.

Please visit our website at
covcanalsoc.org.uk

WENTWORTH FUELS
“Cash & Carry at its best”
SMOKELESS FUELS & COAL
LOGS, KINDLING & CHARCOAL
BOTTLED GAS FOR HOME OR LEISURE
SPARE PARTS FOR SOLID FUEL FIRES

IN OUR SHOWROOM NOW!
MULTIFUEL STOVES
FIRESIDE ACCESSORIES
COAL BUNKERS
BULK ORDERS CAN BE DELIVERED
‘BOAT SIDE’ TO ANY LOCATION WITH
ADEQUATE VEHICLE ACCESS

ONLY BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT - PLEASE ‘PHONE

OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 - 5PM
AND SATURDAYS 9 - 4PM

Tel: 02476 361 717
CHANNEL WAY, OFF BLACKHORSE ROAD
LONGFORD, COVENTRY, Nr. JUNCTION 3 M6
www.wentworthfuels.co.uk

The object of the society shall be to promote and encourage,
in all possible ways, the proper use and maintenance in good
order of the Coventry canal and all connecting waterways.

The objective stated above was adopted by the Coventry Canal Society when it was formed in 1957.
During the rebuilding programme after the WW II, the Coventry City Council put forward a plan that
surrounded a modern traffic free centre with a ring road. This new road was to be built across the
canal, which unlike the old medieval city centre and cathedral had survived the blitz. Local members
of the I.W.A. including David Hutchins, who worked for the council and Bert Dunkley, a local canal
enthusiast, started campaigning to save the canal.
The I.W.A. supported this campaign and at short notice switched its National Rally from Stourbridge,
where dredging had already started, to the Coventry basin. The event attracted a large number of
boats and thousands of visitors to the rally site. This interest in the canal was harnessed by the
formation of the Coventry Canal Society with Bert Dunkley as its first chairman.
The fight to save the canal took two long years during which time it was under continual threat
of being in-filled and built over. The Coventry Canal Society was very active in promoting the
advantages to the city of a local canal. Eventually opinions changed and the future of the canal
was secured. In 1958 the society rediscovered the Wyken arm, a disused and overgrown colliery
canal just south of Hawkesbury junction on the North Oxford canal. Society members cleaned
out and restored the arm as moorings for members' boats. The first ever canal restoration project
by volunteers. Members of the society and others were concerned about the Hawkesbury engine
house falling into decline and set up the Engine House trust. Later the Trust was incorporated
into the Society and now the Pump House has been the subject of several planning applications
for development – all of which have so far failed.
The Society supplied most of the boats on the first two protest cruises during the early days of the
Stratford canal restoration project. They also provided labour for the Stourport canal restoration
work and later went on to become involved in the planning for the re-development of the Coventry
City basin in the late 80's and the redevelopment of the canal corridor and the art trail in the 90's.
Many members of the Society gave their time and hard work in the exploration, restoration and
refurbishment of other canals throughout the country. The Society continues to carry out monthly
rubbish clearances along the canal. In 1994, the society was presented with a “Queen Mother’s
Award” by the Tidy Britain Group at a special ceremony in London.
The Society boat Panther can be seen at many events throughout the Midlands, promoting both the
Coventry Canal and the Coventry Canal Society. It also follows when attending shows like the Town
and Country Festival, the society finds itself promoting the inland waterways of Britain in general.
If you would like to join us then please contact us either via our website or by writing
to: Brian Pope, 7 Frampton Walk, Coventry CV2 2JE.

